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INFORMATION FOR INTERESTED JUNIORS  
 

Info Sessions: Monday, April 14 & Wednesday, April 16 
  4:45 pm, Lewis Auditorium, Goldwin Smith Hall 
 
The 2007 Ð2008 **Honors Commit tee consist s of  t he following facult y members:  
 

 Seminar Group Group Leader Phone E-mail 
 Animal Physiology Professor El lis Loew 3-3484 erl1 
 Biochemist ry Professor George Hess 5-4809 gph2 
 Ecology and Evolut ionary Biology Professor Kelly Zamudio 4-4212 krz2 
 Genet ics and Development  Professor Michael Goldberg 4-4802 mlg11 
 Microbiology Professor James Shapleigh 5-8535 j ps2 
 Molecular and Cell Biology Professor William Brown, chair 5-2444 wjb5 
 Natural Resources Professor Joseph Yavit t  5-6601 j by1 
 Neurobiology & Behavior Professor Ronald Booker 4-4367 rb28 
 Plant  Biology Professor Jocelyn Rose 5-4781 j r286 
     
 Director,  Off ice of  Undergraduate 

Biology 
Professor Jef f  Doyle,  ex of f icio 5-5233 j j d5 

 Honors Coordinator Laurel Southard 4-4533 les3 
    ** Addit ional faculty may be added t o the commit tee at  the beginning of  the academic year.  
 
    For more informat ion on the Honors Program, please come to 216 St imson Hall or call 5-8246. 

 
Admission to the Honors Program 
For admission to the Biological Sciences Honors Program, student s must :   
 
¥ have completed at  least  30 credits at  Cornell 
¥ have been accepted int o the biological sciences maj or 
¥ be enrol led as f irst -semester senior 
¥ have an overall Cornell cumulat ive grade-point  average of  at  least  3.0 
¥ have a Cornell cumulat ive grade-point  average in all biology, chemist ry,  mathemat ics,  

and physics courses of  at  least  3.0.    
 
Student s must  maintain the 3.0 Cornell cumulat ive grade-point  average through graduat ion 
and complete all requirements for the maj or in biological sciences in order to graduate 
with honors.  
 
Applicat ion Requirements: 
¥ Applicants must  be a 2nd semester Junior planning on graduat ing in January or May 2009 
¥ Grade informat ion from at  least  5 semesters 
¥ Applicat ion must  include an abst ract  of  Honors Research proj ect  
¥ Applicants must  at tend a 2008 Honors Seminar Presentat ion (Dates provided) 
 
Applicat ions for admission are avai lable in 216 St imson Hall and on Biology's web page 
www.biology.cornel l.edu Deadline for applicat ion mater ials is 12:00 noon, Fr iday,  
Apr il 25,  2008 in 216 Stimson Hall.  
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Program Requirements 
 
Student s are responsible for part icipat ing in their Honors Seminar Group as determined by the group 
leader.   Student s wil l report  on their research proj ect s in t wo oral presentat ions and in an honors thesis,  
which wil l be evaluated by your thesis advisor,  t wo other faculty members,  the Honors Group leader and 
the Honors Commit tee. 
 
The Honors Thesis Advisor:  
 
Student s must  work with a current  Cornell faculty member who agrees t o oversee the honors research.   
Student s may work with any facult y member on campus as long as the content  of  the proj ect  is biological 
in nature.   The Honors Commit tee will evaluate all applicat ions for biological content .   Thesis advisors 
should not  be on sabbat ical leave in the spring of  the year.  
 
The Honors Program Commit tee has prepared an informat ion sheet  and set  of  guidelines for the thesis 
advisor.   It  is the studentÕs responsibi lit y to see that  the prospect ive supervisor has received this 
informat ion prior to signing the studentÕs applicat ion t o the Honors Program.  The research advisor must  
suggest  the name of at  least  one addit ional faculty member that  would be an appropriate evaluator of  
the studentÕs thesis.  
 
Financial Support  for Honors Proj ects: 
 
Small amounts of  money may be available f rom a student 's college to help purchase supplies for honors 
proj ects.  Students should consult  their research advisor t o ident if y research expenses for reimbursement  
and contact  their college direct ly.  Student s in the College of  Agriculture and Life Sciences should cont act  
Donald Viands, Associate Dean and Direct or of  Academic Programs in 140 Roberts Hall.  Students in the 
College of  Arts and Sciences should contact  David DeVries,  Associate Dean of  Undergraduate Educat ion in 
172 Goldwin Smith Hall.  
 
Honors Group Seminars:   
 
Accepted students will be assigned t o the Honors Seminar Group that  is the best  f it  for the content  of  
their proj ect .   Each seminar group will meet  during each semester together with the appropriate facult y 
member or members f rom the Commit tee.  The group wil l meet  enough t imes so that  each student  can 
present  a seminar each semester.   In the fal l,  the student  wil l informally describe the nature of  his or her 
proj ect  and the relevant  technical procedures.  In the spring, he or she wil l present  the results of  all  the 
conclusions that  can be drawn from the research.  All students in the seminar groups must  at tend these 
sect ional seminars,  and act ive part icipat ion in terms of  quest ions and/ or comment s is expected.   
Student s who do not  present  and at tend seminars will not  graduate with honors.   The Seminar Group 
Leader wil l inform student s of  the t ime and place of  these meet ings. 
 
The Thesis:  
 
The thesis should be writ ten in the form of a research report  in a leading j ournal in the disciplinary area 
of  research. The Honors Group Leaders will suggest  a j ournal st yle that  is appropriate to t he discipline.  In 
general,  the thesis should consist  of  a short  int roduct ion,  relevant  materials and methods, a concise 
presentat ion of  the meaningful data,  and a discussion of  the conclusions that  does not  delve int o 
inappropriate speculat ion.   General ly,  the thesis should not  exceed 20 t ypewrit ten pages,  double-spaced,  
but  not  include f igures and tables.   The student  should seek the guidance of  his or her thesis advisor and 
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should conduct  a thorough li terature search on t he topic.   While an extensive literature review should not  
be included in the thesis,  we expect  the student  to indicate in the discussion and conclusion part s of  the 
thesis that  he or she is fully aware of  how the results and f indings cont ribute to the scient if ic stat us of   
 
The problem.  Alt hough the thesis advisor must  decide if  the studentÕs result s are of  a suf f icient  amount  
in qualit y or reliabi lit y t o j ust ify their presentat ion in an honors thesis,  the ult imate responsibi lit y for the 
thesis is the studentÕs.  Examples of  previous honors theses are avai lable in the Quiet  Study Room of the 
Bio Center (216 St imson Hall) and in Mann Library.    
 
A maj orit y vote of  the Honors Commit tee that  the thesis is accept able is necessary for the 
recommendat ion that  the st udent  be graduated with honors,  and for the award of  the level of  honors.  

 
Deadlines 
 

1.  Applicat ion Part  #2 for Admission: Part#2 of  the applicat ion for admission, a 1-2 page research 
descript ion,  and an UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT are due in 216 St imson Hall by 12:00 noon,  
Friday, September 12, 2008. 

 
2.  Out line of  Thesis:  An out line of  the thesis must  be submit ted t o the Honors Seminar Group 

Leader and Pamela Davis (216 St imson Hall) on February 10, 2009. The out line must  include a 
brief  int roduct ion ident ifying the subj ect  of  your research. It  must  detai l methods, current  
result s,  and literature cited.  The student  must  include a list  of  future experiment s.  The 
out line must  be signed by the Honors Thesis Advisor.  

 
3.  Thesis to Thesis advisor:  One copy of  the thesis must  be submit ted t o the honors thesis advisor 

for evaluat ion by Tuesday, March 24, 2009.  
 
4.  Thesis t o Seminar Group Leader:  Three (3) copies of  the t hesis are to be submit ted t o the 

Honors Seminar Group Leader not  later than 12:00 noon, Tuesday, April 9,  2009.  The copies 
should be stapled or bound together and include page numbers.  

 
5.  Complet ing the Honors Process Info Session (MANDATORY FOR ALL HONORS CANDIDATES):  

Student s must  at tend this info session on April 9,  2009, at  4:45pm, locat ion TBA. 
 

Thesis Reviews: It  is the responsibilit y of  the Honors Commit tee member of  each Sect ion t o have 
the thesis reviewed by t wo anonymous facult y members,  preferably facult y members of  the 
depart ment s comprising the undergraduate biology maj or.  The reviewers wil l recommend levels of  
honors.  
 
The anonymous reviewerÕs comment s must  be submit ted t o the Honors Seminar Group Leader  
by Thursday, Apr il  24,  2009. Comment s wil l be avai lable for the student  t o pick up f rom the 
Seminar Group Leader on or af ter the same day, depending on their availabilit y.  
 
If the reviewers suggest revisions, the honors student, with consultation from their Thesis 

Advisor, must consider these suggestions and submit a letter to the Honors Group leader 

addressing the required revisions.  This letter must accompany the final draft of the thesis. 
 
The faculty thesis advisor must  submit  an evaluat ion of  the thesis and a cert if icat ion of  thesis 
review to the Honors Seminar Group Leader.   The evaluat ion should include j udgement s of  the 
signif icance of  the problem, the part icular accomplishment s of  the st udent  in solving the problem,  
and the thesis.   The Honors Thesis AdvisorÕs evaluat ion must  be in the hands of  the Honors 
Commit tee member not  later than 4:00 PM, Fr iday, May 8,  2009. 
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.   The unbound thesis should be submit ted t o the group leader along with revision comments.   

Student s in CALS should submit  t wo copies of  their thesis (one for the College, one for the 
Undergraduate Biology maj or).  Student s in the Arts College only need t o submit  one f inal copy. 

 
Revised theses are due to the Honors Seminar Group Leader by 4:00 p.m.,  Fr iday, May 8,  
2009. Please do not  st aple or use any t ype of  binder for the f inal version of  the thesis.  
 

 
All recommendat ions will  then be reviewed by the Honors Seminar Group Leader for each program 
of study and by the Honors Commit tee.  Final authorit y for awarding of  al l levels of  honors rest s 
with t he Honors Commit tee. St udent s wil l be not if ied of  their level of  honors t he week of  May 
18th.  

 
 
Honors Presentat ions 
 
All Honors candidates wil l give a public presentat ion on their Honors research during the spring semester.  
The presentat ion will be either at  a scient if ic poster session, or a 10-minute talk in a depart ment  
seminar.  Dates of  presentat ions wil l be announced in early Apri l 2008. 
 
Level of Honors: 
 
Recommendat ion to the faculty that  a candidate graduate with honors is the responsibi lit y of  the Honors 
Program Commit tee.  The quali t y of  the thesis,  as j udged by the reviewers and the Honors group leader,  
along with the studentÕs f inal grade point  average wil l determine the level of  honors awarded. Student s 
in the College of  Arts and Sciences will be awarded Lat in honors for their work.   Students in CALS wil l  
receive dist inct ion,  with no level recorded on their diploma.  
 
 
BioG408- Presentat ion Skills for Honors Students:   
 
This 1-credit  course covers writ ing,  speaking and presentat ion skil ls important  for students f inishing their 
undergraduate research.  The course consist s of  several lecture/ discussion sect ions and several pract ice 
sessions for oral presentat ions.   Informat ion on t he class is avai lable f rom Laurel Southard (216 St imson,  
4-4533, les3).  Student s in the Biochemist ry Honors group are required to enrol l in BioG408. All other 
honors students are encouraged to enrol l.   
 
Honors Recept ion and Ceremony: 
 
To celebrate our Honors Graduates,  we will have a recept ion and ceremony for our graduates and their 
family on Saturday, May 23, 2009 in the Ramin room of Bartels Hall.  

 
 
 

Applicat ions t o the Honors Program w/  Unoff icial Transcript  are Due t o  
Pamela Davis in 216 Stimson Hall  

by 12:00 p.m.,  Friday, Apri l 25,  2008 


